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Heartbeat for the world

Special Olympics Team Canada 2017 shone in Austria
B.C. athletes achieved 26 medals and many highlights

After years of training and competition to reach the 2017 Special Olympics World Winter
Games, the members of Team Canada from British Columbia truly delivered in Austria March
14 to 24.

Special Olympics Team Canada’s 16 athletes, eight coaches, and one mission staff member
from B.C. did their province proud as they were well prepared to compete with skill and
determination on the world stage. Competing in alpine skiing, cross country skiing, figure
skating, snowshoeing, and speed skating, all of the B.C. athletes medalled, collectively earning
11 gold, 10 silver, and five bronze.

With the help of their coaches and supporters in their year-round Special Olympics programs at
home, the members of Team Canada were very well prepared to compete and shine on the
world stage. Their achievements at these World Games mark the culmination of an exciting
four-year journey, as the B.C. athletes progressed through Regional Qualifiers in 2014, the 2015
Special Olympics BC Winter Games, and the 2016 Special Olympics Canada Winter Games to
earn the opportunity to compete in Austria.

Find all of the B.C. results as well as links to photos, videos, and more:
http://www.specialolympics.bc.ca/news/2017/03/19/special-olympics-team-canada-2017-results-

and-highlights

“We are very proud of this province’s members of Special Olympics Team Canada 2017. They
trained so hard to be able to perform at their best on the world stage, and they showed such
inspiring dedication, sportsmanship, and skill,” said Lois McNary, Special Olympics BC Vice
President, Sport.

The 2017 World Games Closing Ceremony wrapped up the events in Austria on the evening of
March 24. The Special Olympics Team Canada 2017 members from B.C. are scheduled to land
back in Vancouver International Airport on Saturday, March 25, at approximately 9:30 p.m. in
the main terminal (domestic arrivals). Team members from outside the Lower Mainland will
travel home on Sunday, March 26.

The team members from B.C. are:
o Abbotsford’s Paige Norton (athlete, speed skating) and Donna Bilous (Head Coach,
speed skating)
Burnaby’s Darren Inouye (mission staff, figure skating)
Campbell River's Maureen Hunter (coach, snowshoeing)
Cranbrook’s Roxana Podrasky, Erin Thom, and Jonathan Robins (athletes, alpine skiing)
Delta’s Marc Theriault (Special Olympics BC — Surrey athlete, figure skating)
Fort St. John’s Darlene Jakubowski (athlete, figure skating)
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e Langley’s Matthew Williams (athlete, speed skating) and Elizabeth Roman (Special
Olympics BC — Surrey coach, figure skating)

o Kelowna’s Tracey Melesko and Francis Stanley (athletes, cross country skiing), Tony
Wilkinson (athlete, snowshoeing), David Wilkinson (coach, snowshoeing), and Garth
Vickers (coach/wax technician, cross country skiing)

e Maple Ridge’s Katherine St. Amand (athlete, alpine skiing)

o New Westminster's Mark Schnurr (Special Olympics BC — Coquitlam coach, alpine
skiing)

¢ Nanaimo’s Dennis Lynch (athlete, cross country skiing)

e Penticton’s Ray Huson (coach, cross country skiing)

e Squamish’s Randy Scott (Special Olympics BC — North Shore Head Coach, alpine
skiing)

e Surrey’s Susan Wang (athlete, alpine skiing)

e Vancouver's Alexander Pang (athlete, figure skating)

e Vernon’s Justin Sigal (athlete, cross country skiing)

e Victoria’s Michael Langridge (athlete, alpine skiing)

One of the world’s largest sporting and humanitarian events to be held in 2017, the World
Games in Austria brought together 3,000 athletes with intellectual disabilities and 1,100 coaches
from as many as 110 countries. Learn more at www.austria2017.org

More on Special Olympics Team Canada:
http://teamcanada.specialolympics.ca

Facebook and Twitter @SpecialOCanada

Hashtag #SOTeamCanadal7 or #EquipeOSCanadal?

Learn more about team members from B.C.:
http://www.specialolympics.bc.ca/news/Team%20Canada%202017
Facebook and Instagram @specialolympicsbc

Twitter @sobcsociety

Media contact for team members from B.C.:
Megan Pollock

Special Olympics BC Manager, Communications
Cell 604-737-3077
megan@specialolympics.bc.ca

About Special Olympics BC

Special Olympics BC is dedicated to providing individuals with intellectual disabilities
opportunities to enrich their lives and celebrate personal achievement through positive sport
experiences. In 57 communities around the province, we provide year-round training and
competitive opportunities in 18 different sports to more than 4,600 athletes of all ages and
abilities, thanks to the dedicated efforts of over 3,900 volunteers. For more information, please
visit www.specialolympics.bc.ca. Find us on Facebook and Instagram @specialolympicsbc and
on Twitter @sobcsociety.
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