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The 2019 Special Olympics BC Winter Games logo released

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
AUGUST 27, 2018

The 2019 Special Olympics BC Winter Games in Greater Vernon has released its official logo.

The logo was designed by Vernon graphic artist Stephanie Tambellini, who said the inspiration for the logo was

based on the sense of place that is Greater Vernon.

“The V'’ shapes represent the diversity in Vernon’s people and landscape,” Tambellini said. “The shapes also
convey a celebratory feeling as Greater Vernon proudly plays host to the Special Olympics BC Winter Games
based on being an engaged community that values an active lifestyle. The colours chosen represent the sun,

water and land that is synonymous with the Okanagan and make it a desirable place to both visit and reside.”
Tambellini said her team of graphic designers are honored and thrilled to design the logo for Games.

“It's important to our business that we support the community whenever

possible and what a better way than to design the logo that plays host to

Special Olympics BC in winter 2019. It'll be an exciting event for our

community and we are looking forward to cheering on the athletes.” Special Olympics BC

Winter Games

Dan Howe, President and CEO of Special Olympics BC, said it’s exciting to Greater Vernon 2019
see the progress being made by the local Games Organizing Committee, sﬂ;-;%

led by Chair Glenn Benischek.

“We're thrilled with the enthusiasm Greater Vernon has shown since announcing they would be hosting the

Games,” Howe said. “The release of the logo makes it that much more real, not only for the community, but for
the athletes with intellectual disabilities who will proudly compete under the 2019 Special Olympics BC Winter
Games banner. Greater Vernon opened its hearts and minds when it said yes to host the Games, and the logo

helps put the community’s stamp of approval on it.”

More than 800 athletes with intellectual disabilities from all over the province and the Yukon will be competing in
eight sports. The 2019 Provincial Games, the largest SOBC Winter Games to date, will run from February 21 to

24 in Greater Vernon.

Howe said the Provincial Games are an empowering experience for Special Olympics athletes who will be

shooting for personal-best performances as well as the chance to advance to national and international levels of
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competition. Top performers in Greater Vernon will qualify for spots on Team BC for the 2020 Special Olympics
Canada Summer Games in Thunder Bay, Ont., which serve as the qualifier for the 2021 Special Olympics World

Winter Games.

Benischek said he’s confident the community will embrace the Games and is looking forward to seeing the logo

start to pop up around Greater Vernon.

“SOBC — Vernon runs 16 year-round sport, youth, and fithess programs and is already home to outstanding
Special Olympics athletes, volunteers, and programs,” said Benischek. “Hosting the Games will help bring a new
level of excitement SOBC — Vernon and this logo helps to build that bond between the community and the

athletes.

In 2019, the SOBC Games Opening Ceremony will be held on February 21, followed by competition throughout
February 22 and 23. A Closing Ceremony, open only to Games competitors, will be held on February 23,

followed by a volunteer recognition breakfast on February 24.

Benischek said more than 1,000 volunteers will be needed to help stage this inspiring event. He said volunteer

registration details and Games venues will be announced in the weeks to come.

For more information visit www.specialolympics.bc.ca and find SOBC on Facebook and Instagram @specialolympicsbc and

Twitter @sobcsociety; the Games hashtags will be #SOBCGames #GreaterVernon2019.
About Special Olympics BC

Special Olympics BC is dedicated to enriching the lives of individuals with intellectual disabilities through sport. In 55
communities around the province, we provide year-round training and competitive opportunities in 18 different sports to more
than 4,800 athletes of all ages and a wide range of abilities, thanks to the dedicated efforts of over 3,900 volunteers. For more

information, please visit www.specialolympics.bc.ca and find us on Facebook and Instagram @specialolympicsbc and Twitter

@sobcsociety. To learn more about SOBC — Vernon, visit www.sobcvernon.ca or find them on Facebook @sobcvernon.
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Tim Fitzgerald
Special Olympics BC Communications Coordinator

T: 604.737.3077
E: tfitzgerald@specialolympics.bc.ca
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