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_ It may take a little time and the drop-

nt receives a nbbon with his place " her volunt
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-care whether they get a gold- medal ora
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ping of a few inhibitions, but sooneror - ™

Tater the children at the Canadian Invita~

{ional Special Olympics for the Mentally

Handicapped manage to get their audi-

ence to smile. And finally to realize these
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- gina_this weekend that these children -
hence the name Special

The kids make that point much clearer

any publicity organizer could pos-

‘They enter competitions for gold, sik
~and-bronze medals: Every partici- -

the spotlight, to plck up their award and

shake hands with-the presenters.
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-'They aren’t content with just t|

senters, howeve’r. They the

The children have few .inhil
which sometimes leads to embarrass-
ment and otlier times, joy.
1t’s embarrassing when they fidget i in

their seats if a dlgmtary makes a long~ -

winded speech.
~1t's aspecial moment when they cheer

*-for a'woman who'had-to choose between

a banquet 1}9 Regma Inn. As
_a telegram.with best.

pics or a regular paying job. They ga
her a standing ovation because she chose -
them.. .

Regina Mayor Henry Baker read tele- -

grams from the podium Friday nightat™ -
hes from Con-
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way from Ottawa to the child

was satisfied but added a wistful,
‘“Maybe next year?”

To these children‘ the Special Olym-
pics aré the highlight of théir lives. Itisa
time when they, and they alone, are re-
cogmzed for their achievements.
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same city to mpeﬁe. From there
on, it’s the athletes’ show.
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